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Traditional Network Service Evolution

1. Enterprises will spend more than $300B on private services 
such as MPLS, FR and Metro Ethernet (2007-2011)*
Using Internet services, however, can save 10%-80%, or 
more in specific segments*

2. Increasing importance of the “arbitrary” user – requiring 
anywhere, anytime access to applications

• e.g. Webified enterprise business processes, SaaS, remote 
access, wireless, extended enterprise

*Source: “You Are Wasting Money in your Network – Where You Should be Spending it” – Bob 
Hafner, Gartner ENS Dec’07
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“Typical” Fit for MPLS in the Enterprise
Deployment Based on Location & Class of Users
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Selection of WAN Services
MPLS vs. Internet

• MPLS (Private IP)
• Pros – low, predictable latency & packet loss characteristics
• Cons – high relative cost, supports fixed

• Internet
• Pros – low relative cost, supports fixed (VPN) and arbitrary
• Cons – best effort, unpredictable latency & packet loss

• Can a new class of WAN services emerge which leverages 
the best attributes of each?
• Low, predictable latency & packet loss
• Low relative cost
• Support for both fixed and arbitrary users
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Transforming The Internet
EdgePlatform – Highly Distributed Internet Overlay

Transforms the Internet into a Reliable, 
High Performing Business Platform
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Transforming The Internet
Optimizing Latency & Packet Loss – www.akamai.com/DV2
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Transforming The Internet
Optimizing Web Response Times – www.akamai.com/DV4
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Transforming The Internet
Business Continuity / DR – www.akamai.com/mideast-outage
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An Internet Overlay Model
Allows Network Managers to Rethink Their WAN Strategy
Complements MPLS Services
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Summary

• A new class of services have emerged which transform the 
Internet into a reliable, high performing business platform

• Adding Layer4-Layer7 acceleration services

• Provides network managers with a new option in their 
toolbox for selecting WAN services
1. Private IP
2. Internet
3. Internet + Global Overlay

• The appropriate selection depends on the class, location 
and importance of the application users

• Complements Private IP (MPLS) strategy

• MSP’s providing the broadest suite are best positioned
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