
Stop the Bad.  Accelerate the Good.

Optimizing and Prioritizing Branch WAN 
Traffic



Branch WAN Traffic is Growing…

• Consolidated servers
• Long-hauls
• Rich(er) applications

– Video
– Web 2.0

• Ill-suited application 
protocols

• More branch employees
• More remote employees

…But so are wait times for applications! 



WAN Optimization:  Potential Answer…

• Packet-centric optimizations 
have limits
– Application problems can’t be 

fixed at the packet level
– Gambling sites = 

Salesforce.com
– No concept of users or 

applications – poor 
prioritization

• Accelerate everything?

…but shouldn’t blindly accelerate or prioritize.
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Must Know User, Application, Session

• Business savvy 
prioritization
– User, application, 

transaction
– Requires app-level proxy

• Pass priority to packet-
level devices

Salesperson, placing order with 
Sales Automation App

Priority 1, Min 400Kb, Max 800Kb

Non-Sales Management Pulls 
Client List

Block

Salesperson query with 
Sales Automation App
Priority 2, Min 100Kb, Max 400Kb

Marketing person, reporting 
on Sales Automation App
Priority 3, Min 0Kb, Max 200Kb

• Accelerate:
– SSL-encrypted traffic
– Video
– File/E-mail/Web

• Address branches of all sizes



Stop the Bad, Accelerate the Good:  Everywhere
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